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Recruit + Retain
by Ron Olson,

Membership Chairman
In the past several months I have

been reviewing several articles that
have value as to the past plus the
paths that The American Legion has
taken from 1919 to the present;
much of this most of you may know. 

The first National Convention
was held in Phoenix, AZ, in Septem-
ber 1919. Most of the states with
delegates in attendance submitted
charters to become Post #1 of their
respective states. At that time Four
Pillars were established:
1. Veterans Affairs and

Rehabilitation
2. National Security
3. Americanism
4. Children and Youth

These pillars encompass pro-
grams that benefit our Veterans,
service members, and their families,
as well as the youth of America.

These programs make a difference
in thousands of lives every year.
The men and women who take time
to perform them allow The Ameri-
can Legion to make a difference on
every level of our country. Our
motto “For God and Country” was
taken very seriously by our organi-
zational founders, and so should
we.

My responsibility as Membership
Chairman is to make certain that
we recruit new members and retain
our current ones. I ask for your help
in seeing that our membership num-
bers increase as they did last year.
Do you know possibly qualified
recruits? Or members who need en-
couragement to pay their current
Legion dues?

Legion memberships can make
great gifts this Holiday Season for
sons, daughters, grandchildren,
qualified friends, and neighbors.

A Lesson That Should Be Taught
In All Schools, And Colleges...

Back in September 2005, on the
first day of school, Martha Cothren,
a Social Studies teacher at Robinson
High School in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, did something not to be forgot-
ten. On the first day of school, with
the permission of the school super-
intendent, the principal, and the
building supervisor, she removed
all of the desks out of her class-
room. 

When the first period kids entered
the room, they discovered that there
were no desks.

“Ms. Cothren, where’re our
desks?”

She replied, “You can’t have a
desk until you tell me how you earn
the right to sit at a desk.”

They thought, “Well, maybe it’s
our grades.”

“No,” she said.
“Maybe it’s our behavior.”
She told them, “No, it’s not even

your behavior.”
And so, they came and went, the

first period, second period, third
period. Still no desks in the class-
room.

By early afternoon, news crews
had started gathering in Ms. Coth-
ren’s classroom to report about this
crazy teacher who had taken all of
the desks out of her room.

The final period of the day came,
and as the puzzled students found
seats on the floor of the deskless
classroom, Martha Cothren said,

“Throughout the day no one has
been able to tell me just what he/she
has done to earn the right to sit at
the desks that are ordinarily found
in this classroom. Now I am going
to tell you.”

At this point, Martha Cothren
went over to the door of her class-
room and opened it.

Twenty-seven (27) U.S. Veterans,
all in uniforms, walked into the
classroom, each one carrying a
school desk. The Vets began plac-
ing the school desks in rows, and
then they would walk over and stand
alongside the wall. By the time the
last soldier had set the final desk in
place, those kids started to under-
stand, perhaps for the first time in
their lives, just how the right to sit
at those desks had been earned.

Martha said, “You didn’t earn the
right to sit at these desks. These
heroes did it for you. They placed
the desks here for you. Now, it’s up
to you to sit in them. It is your re-
sponsibility to learn, to be good stu-
dents, to be good citizens. They paid
the price so that you could have the
freedom to get an education. Don’t
ever forget it.”

By the way, this is a true story.
And the teacher was awarded
Teacher of the Year for the state of
Arkansas in 2006.

We Are Planning A Change
Any change can be difficult for many of us. It takes us out of our com-

fort zone, but, it also allows us to grow into new ventures, and at times,
help others! We are planning a change scheduled for our next issue of The
Reveille (2012) and need your assistance.

Post #1 currently utilizes the Post Office to mail The Reveille to each
American Legion. Auxiliary, and SAL member. We are looking for cost-
effective ways to reduce our printing and mailing costs by offering an elec-
tronic copy of The Reveille via your e-mail.

If you would like to assist our Post in this cost reduction effort, please
provide us with your updated e-mail address. You can do this by signing
the “E-mail My Newsletter” sheet in the Post’s lounge, or by e-mailing
your consent to our Adjutant’s Office at adjutant@lcw1 .com by January
6, 2012. An added feature of an electronic copy is that you will be able
to read The Reveille while traveling, and also share it with your friends
and family.

This is a voluntary program. An opt-out feature will permit you to can-
cel if in the future, you decide to resume regular mail deliveries. If you have
any questions, suggestions, or concerns, please speak to Eleanor Allen, our
Post Adjutant, in person, or by calling 303-757-1919 during business hours.

Bar Price Increase
Effective

January 1, 2012
There will be an across the

board increase of $.25 effective
on January 1, 2012, and top-shelf
liquor prices will be examined
and may be changed at a later
time.

New, Improved
It’s Friday night, it’s Friday

night, let’s go out on Friday night!
Starting January 6, 2012, John

Marinos and Crystal Catering will
be providing great food on Fri-
day nights for six weeks. This is
intended to offer additional eating
options for a night that is well-
known for long, long waiting
lines at many restaurants. If you
participate, this may be extended,
“so be there, or be square.”

Marine Corps Toys
For Tots Post
Sponsorship

LCW Post #1 is cooperating with
the Marine Corps League Toys For
Tots Christmas programs. Boxes
are located in the Post. Please fol-
low instructions concerning your
gift.
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Well, the year is almost over, and a
lot has happened since the last article.

We had a good showing at the
PTSD Program on October 22. If
you did not attend the Halloween
Dance you missed a howling scary
time. Remember to look at the paper
to see what’s happening here. The
dances are slowly picking up. We do
not have anything planned yet for
next year; that will be posted on the
board across from the office.

Please be careful when the snow
starts flying; take your time!

Adjutant News
by Eleanor Allen

On November 5 the Auxiliary
had a birthday dinner and an initi-
ation ceremony.

Don’t forget about the Christmas
Dance on December 17, 2011, from
7:30 to 11:30 p.m.; there is a $5
cover charge. Also, there will be a
New Year’s Eve Party, entertain-
ment by Magic Moments Band, $30
per person. The Post will close at
4:30 p.m. and will re-open for tick-
et holders only at 5 p.m.

Another thing is the Auxiliary
Luau on January 14, 2012, 5 p.m.

until..., $10 per person.
Have a safe and joyous Holiday

Season!

Commander’s Corner
by Commander Glen Stenson

’Tis the season to wish each member of our Post
family a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.
As Post Commander I am very thankful for the sup-
port of the membership. We in the United States can
be thankful that we live in the greatest nation in the
world. A part of this greatness is the way in which we
all join together in our celebrations during the Holiday
Season.

Our Post home serves not only as a home for mem-
bers, but as a community center serving a number of different organiza-
tions. We truly try to live in this Post under our motto, “For God and
Country.” This is the reason that many of us renew our relationships with
our family and our churches.

We are looking forward to the New Year 2012!
* * *

Thanks A Million!
There are too many times that good people donating their time never

are shown the appreciation they deserve. As Commander, I do try to be
thankful for the volunteers’ hours that are put in to keep our Post func-
tioning: Carol McLaughlin, Mike McLaughlin, Dominic Minelli, Jim
Atkins, Jerry Osgood, Stacy and Ken Dorman, Ramon Moreno, Brandt
Erickson, Al Taylor, Barb Aaker, Hank, and Jerry Speers.

Voice/Data/Video/Security

Complete PC and laptop tune-up and repair.

50% Discount to Legion members.

Paul Dixon
720-280-9902 • 1010comm@gmail.com

SAL Squadron Commander
by Brandt Erickson

If you have not paid your 2012
dues yet, it’s time to do that. We all
have joined the SAL for a reason. I
joined to honor my grandfather, a
World War I veteran. I guess what
I’m trying to say is don’t put off
paying your dues. It’s really a small
amount to show how much we
honor those who did a job that had
to be done and did it. If you are a
SAL member, you have the honor
of being a descendant of one of
those Heroes.

Weather permitting, I plan on go-
ing to the SAL Awards Banquet in
Pueblo, CO, November 19. I will re-
port on this event at our next Squad-
ron Meeting on December 7 at 7

p.m. Make this and all meetings if
you can.

We are doing good things. We vol-
unteer to do our Sunday Breakfasts,
our Wednesday Hamburger Night,
and we cooked for the Auxiliary
Birthday Dinner, to name just a few.
This gives us the funds to support our
World War II Veterans so they can go
to Washington, D.C., to visit the
World War II Monument. The Fisher
House and the Colorado State
Veterans Nursing Home also know
who we are. In other words, we don’t
just talk the talk, we walk the walk.

I hope that you all have a very
Merry Christmas and a safe and
Happy New Year. See you at the
Squadron meetings.

FYI From The Adjutant
Please bring in your articles

for the next paper to the Adju-
tant’s Office by 4 p.m., January
16, 2012. Please, no handwritten
articles will be accepted. If you
do not have a computer, there is
one at the Post for you to use.
Thank You.

Legion Finances
by Bill Wells,

Post #1 Finance Officer
I am very pleased to become a

more active Post #1 member as your
Finance Officer. I am fortunate to
have a very experienced and profi-
cient bookkeeper, Cindy Keefe, who
has been diligent in updating our
financial system and ensuring that
all taxes and bills are current and
accurate. In addition, I am also quite
fortunate in having a talented and
enthusiastic Finance Committee, in-
cluding Jerry Osgood, Bob Wil-
liams, Dan Minehale, Dave Powers,
and non-voting Commander Glen
Stenson.

My first challenge has been to
address the operating loss the Post has
experienced over the last two years.
Although the amount of losses has
not threatened the survival of the Post

at this point, it needs to be addressed
now to prevent major problems in
the future. The Finance Committee
has been reviewing numerous issues
to prevent future critical losses,
including expenses, pricing, and
increasing revenues by increased
involvement in the activities of the
Post. The Committee believes that a
broad, balanced approach will ac-
complish our mission without exces-
sive changes in any particular area.

One change approved by the
House Committee on November 10,
2011, has been an increase in the
price of bar drinks by $0.25 across
the board on January 1, 2012, to
cover price increases to the Post.
This change was also confirmed by
the Executive Board on November
17, 2011. The House Committee al-
so approved a more detailed look at
particular drink prices where high
costs are not in line with prices.

The Finance Committee is also
working on a number of other tasks
including the first operating budg-
et in years and an operating manu-
al that ensures all tasks are complet-
ed in a timely manner, as well as
providing continuity when changes
in Officers and employees occur. 

Both the Finance Committee and
I welcome your comments and sug-
gestions to help us to achieve our
mission.

Help Wanted
Volunteer help would be appre-

ciated. Kudos to Jerry Osgood
with building maintenance. He
carries out this function alone.
We need members who can give
a little time in the following areas:
electricity, plumbing, and car-
pentry. Tasks are light in nature.
Please inform the office if you
can spare an hour now and then
to lighten the load.

We Care About You
Attention All Post #1 Members

Your feedback is always important to us! Some Post
members have shared a particular concern and we
would like to help. Should something happen, many
of us, including our Post, have no way of notifying a
friend, family member, or relative of your difficulty.
Please take a moment and fill out the attached request
and return it to the Post as soon as possible. Thank
you!

Name ____________________________________

Person to Notify____________________________

Phone #___________________________________

Relationship:

Friend___Relative___Other___________________

Jacket
Winners
Jacket winners are: John

Holland, Trudi Plimpton, Al
Taylor, Mike Pond, Jim Dean,
Brandt Erickson, and Michelle
Twardowsky. 

Member 5396630, let us
know your name and size.

Thank you for participating.
Winners will be notified when
jackets arrive. Post members
can still order the jackets; con-
tact the Adjutant. With 11-11-
11-11, only $20; with the Post
name and your name added to
the jacket, $30.

Post #1 Halloween Party Photos by Gene Vignerot 
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Auxiliary Birthday Dinner was
held on November 5, 2011. We had
a lovely roast beef or stuffed chick-
en breast dinner cooked and served
by the SAL. A big Thank You to
the SAL. After dinner, membership
certificates were given to the Aux-
iliary members in attendance. Anew
member Initiation Ceremony was
held for nine new members. 

Early Bird Drawing Winners:
Everyone who purchased their dinner
tickets for the Auxiliary Birthday
Dinner before November 2, 2011,
was entered in the Early Bird prize

President’s Report
by Donna J. Thompson

drawing. Forty-five people bought
tickets by the deadline. Two $50 gift
certificates to restaurants were award-
ed. Glen Stenson won the certificate
to 1515 Restaurant, and Brandt
Erickson won the certificate to Ling-
ers Restaurant. Enjoy your meals!

New Member Initiation is a
very important part of joining the
American Legion Auxiliary. During
this ceremony the new member
learns the purposes of the Auxiliary
and receives a Membership Pin, a
United States Flag, a Poppy, a copy
of the U.S. Flag Code, and a copy

American Legion Auxiliary
— A Message From Your
Membership Chairperson

by Ginny Anderberg
Greetings from your Auxiliary Memership Chairperson.
Congratulations to the nine members who were initiated at our Ini-

tiation Ceremony November 5. For members who have not been initi-
ated to date, please call me and I will contact you regarding our next
ceremony. Our Auxiliary Birthday Dinner was a great success, with cer-
tificates presented to members honoring their continuous membership.

I want to thank all members who have paid their 2012 dues. To mem-
bers who have not paid, give some thought as to why you joined The
American Legion Auxiliary. We are all proud of our grandfathers, fath-
ers, husbands, etc. who served this great Nation, and because of them
you were able to be a part of this great organization.

Check your Reveille calendar for coming Auxiliary events, and
volunteer your services. We do not call each member to help, we need
everyone! We have a few dedicated members who show for each event
and they need your help, so please call and join in the fun.

If you have any questions, please call me at 303-756-1315.
Until next time, have a “Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.”

Knitters Needed
LCW Post #1 now has a knit-

ting/crochet group which meets
on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the
Eddy Smith and the Verne Olson
room. You do not have to know
how to knit! We will show you
how to make hats and scarves for
homeless veterans and the VA
Hospital patients. Come and join
us for a rewarding project. For fur-
ther information contact Becky at
303-758-7793 or Shirley at 303-
758-5377.

of the Unit One Constitution and
Bylaws. When you are invited to
partake in this ceremony, I strong-
ly urge all new members to attend
and participate in this ceremony.

Midyear Conference will be
January 27-29, 2012, in Longmont
at the Plaza Hotel. There will be a
group Military Induction on Friday
night. This is a very impressive cer-
emony. All of the Auxiliary meet-
ings will be held at the Post 32
building. The Department Member-
ship Luncheon will be at the Post
building, cost $5. On Saturday, there
will be three educational pods. Top-
ics are: Constitution and Bylaws,
how to work with and integrate the
different generations that are found
in the Auxiliary family, and how to
fill out the new report forms.

Auxiliary Luau
We have had two unusual Oc-

tober snowstorms, Thanksgiving
and Christmas coming, and more
snow. We will be sick of winter
already, and more than ready for
the Luau January 14. 

We will have our famous Pig
Races, with naming rights for the
pigs, and co-sponsoring oppor-
tunities for the races.

The Entrepreneur Race co-
sponsorships are available for
$50.00 and include the business
being listed on a whiteboard in
the lobby for extra bang for your
advertising buck.

The Memorial Race is an op-
portunity to memorialize a loved
one, family or friend, and for
whatever amount you wish to do-
nate. Names of those memorial-
ized will also be listed.

Lastly, there will be a Patriots
Race. Everyone who is a member
of the Post, Auxiliary, and SAL is
a Patriot, otherwise you would not
be a member of these Patriotic
groups. So every member is a po-
tential co-sponsor of the Patriots
Race. Again, any amount you wish
to donate will be most gratefully
accepted and your name will be
posted as a co-sponsor.

The goal is to raise $1,500 for the
Auxiliary Emergency Fund. Aloha!

BABY ITEMS
• Oils, baby shampoo, baby body

wash, baby powder
• Baby towels/washcloths
• Receiving blankets
• Bottles and brushes
• Mittens
• Burp cloths
• Teething rings
• Pacifiers
• Rattles, toys
• Clothes/outfits – unisex 

(newborn to 9 months)
• Onesies, gowns, rompers, etc.
• Baby socks
• Gift card to be used for diapers
• Nursing pads

Women’s Clinic, Baby Needs
• Comb and brushes
• Baby photo albums
• Picture frames
• Disposable cameras
• Teething gel
• Baby spoons
• Baby nail clippers
• Baby girl head bands
• Story books
• Thermometers
• Medicine dispensers
• Nasal aspirators
• Baby Shoes
MOTHERS’ ITEMS
• Sparkling cider
• Candles
• Slippers
• Chocolates
• Bath soaps
• Bubble Bath
• Lotions
• Sponges

Post #1 will supply a box for your
drop-off convenience. Representa-
tives from the VA Women’s Clinic
will be called for scheduled pick-ups!



Attend The Church
Of Your Choice

40/8
BREAKFAST

CALENDAR OF EVENTS • December 2011-January 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

12

19

26

2

9

16

23

30

REGULAR
POST MEETING

7 P.M.

REGULAR
AUXILIARY MEETING

7 P.M.

13

5 6

20

27

3

REGULAR
POST MEETING

7 P.M.

REGULAR
AUXILIARY MEETING

7 P.M.

10

24

31

40/8
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

14

Pearl Harbor
Ceremony
9:30 a.m.

Legion
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

7

SAL
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

21

Auxiliary
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

28

Legion
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

SAL MEETING
7 p.m.

4

40/8
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

11

SAL
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

18

Auxiliary
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

25

XMAS Special
2/$15

15

Steak Night • $9

Steak Night • $9

1

8

22

Legion
Spaghetti Night

29

Steak Night
$9

5

Steak Night
$9

12

Steak Night
$9

19

SAL
Spaghetti Night

26

2

9

Perfect Harmony
7:30-11:30 p.m.

$5 Cover

23

30

13

20

27

Karaoke Night

3

10

40/8 Promenade
10 a.m.

Xmas Dance
Memories

$5

17

24

New Year’s Eve
Dinner/Dance
$30 Per Person

31

Karaoke Night

7

40/8 Promenade
10 a.m.

21

28

Attend The Church
Of Your Choice

40/8
BREAKFAST

11

Attend The Church
Of Your Choice

Auxiliary
BREAKFAST

4

Attend The Church
Of Your Choice

SAL
BREAKFAST

18

Merry
Christmas

No
BREAKFAST

Today

25

Happy
New Year

Attend The Church
Of Your Choice

No BREAKFAST
Today

JAN. 1 6

Attend The Church
Of Your Choice

SAL
BREAKFAST

15

Attend The Church
Of Your Choice

Auxiliary
BREAKFAST

22

Attend The Church
Of Your Choice

Legion
BREAKFAST

Luau
5 p.m.-’til?

$10

29

16

14

17

8
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We wish everyone a happy holiday season
from the officers of The Legion, Auxiliary,

SAL and the 40/8. Be careful if you are
traveling this holiday season.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!


