
VOLUME LXXIX The Reveille, August-September 2011 NUMBER 4

Combat Veterans
Cowboy Up

A Colorado equine-therapy program that uses horses to help
Combat Veterans overcome post-traumatic stress disorder.

FUNDRAISER
Western Night

Saturday, August 13, 2011

Ribeye Dinner & Dessert by Chef John 4 to 7 p.m.
Entertainment 7 to 11 p.m. by the Band Magic Moments

Raffles/Magic/Prizes • Prizes for the best Western Outfits

Your purchase of a ticket for all of the above is your donation.

$25 per couple • $15 per single
Save your ticket stub for the drawings

ALL proceeds go to Combat Veterans Cowboy Up
www.CombatVeteransCowboyUp.org

American Legion LCW Post #1
5400 East Yale Avenue • Denver,Colorado 80222 • 303-757-1919

Thank You For Your Support
by Donna Thompson
Unit One President 

A very big thank you to all of the
LCW family members who support-
ed our breakfasts, hamburger nights,
spaghetti suppers, and holiday fair.
We were able to make the follow-
ing end-of-year donations: Fitzsim-
ons Nursing Home $200, Denver

VAMC and Nursing Home $300,
Fisher House $200, Florence Nurs-
ing Home $100, Rifle Nursing
Home $100, Pueblo Nursing Home
$100, Walsenberg Nursing Home
$100. Grand Junction VA Hospital
$100, Colorado Springs Satellite
$100, Snow Ball Express $200,
Creative Arts Festival $100, humid-

ifiers for Home Lake Nursing Home
$125, Volunteers of America for
Homeless Women Veterans $75,
Veterans Green Project $50, and the
Post #1 Legion Baseball $300.

The Department Past Presidents
Parley Nurses Scholarship Received
$340 as the Unit President’s project.

Again, a big thank you for all of
your support during this last year
and hope that you will continue in
the future.

Let’s Go To C.A.M.P.P.
by Jim Gillis

Department Commander
It is that time of our American

Legion year again — July 1 we be-
gan asking everyone to renew and
pay their 2012 dues. Let’s all be
Early Birds and pay our dues by the
end of August. To give everyone a
choice in paying their yearly dues,
We, The American Legion, State
Of Colorado, are first again in the
Nation to help our members.

Our new program is the Depart-
ment Of Colorado Advanced
Membership Payment Plan
(C.A.M.P.P.). (The program will
be administered through the De-
partment.) Lock-in your Dues and
Eliminate Annual Dues Notices.
Just make one payment now and
enjoy the convenience of not pay-
ing your dues each year. C.A.M.P.P.
will process your dues each year
and send you your new card. It is
easy; just tell your Post you want to
sign up under C.A.M.P.P. or just
call Department and tell them you
want to be a member of C.A.M.P.P.
(We are trying to get as many of
the new C.A.M.P.P. application
forms out to the Posts as quickly as
we can.) You can pay by check or
use your credit card.

C.A.M.P.P. is a simple and con-
venient method of paying your dues
in advance to lock-in your current
dues rate and avoid receiving those
annoying annual dues notices in the
mail. To join C.A.M.P.P. all you
need to do is pay your annual dues
in advance for three, five, or 10
years. It’s that simple. When you
join C.A.M.P.P. the cost of your
dues is guaranteed for the term you
choose. You don’t have to worry
about your Post dues increasing
while you are with C.A.M.P.P.

Each year in July C.A.M.P.P. will
automatically pay your dues for the
following year to National, Depart-
ment, and your Post, and send you
your current Membership card. You
will never be delinquent, and even

better you will not receive dues no-
tices in the mail.

Current Legion members can join
C.A.M.P.P. by paying dues for three,
five, or 10 years in advance, along
with a small 10 percent administra-
tive fee. For example, if your Post
dues are $35 and you want to join
C.A.M.P.P. for five years, your cost
is $35 times five plus 10 percent
administrative fee. So for only
$192.50 your dues are paid and you
are protected from any dues increase
for five years.

A SPECIAL NOTE
FOR ALL MEMBERS:

National has sent out their first
2012 Renewal Notices. You will
find a notice about a new program
started by National “Now Avail-
able, Renew Online.” This is not
mandatory. If you choose to use it,
your dues will go to National. Na-
tional will notify the Department
that they have received Online Dues
for year 2012 from State, Post, and
Name. The Department will then
notify the Post giving them the ID
number and name of the person who
renewed online through National. At
this time the Post will issue the
member his new card. Until you
receive your new card from your
Post you can use the temporary card
you can print out from the Web site.
When National sends the money
they collected to the Department,
the Department will forward the
proper amount of dues to the Post
or credit the Post account for that
amount.

Computer Classes For
Veterans At Post #1

Classes start September 1, 2011, Every Thursday
Schedule:
Beginner Class — 

9-10:30 a.m. — Windows, Microsoft Office, E-mail & Internet
Intermediate Class — 

10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. — Resume, Setting Up Home Office, Internet
& E-mail

Advanced Class —
1-2:30 p.m. — Graphic, Web Design & Digital Photography

Class Fee: Four classes per month @ $135 (paid in advance)
Sign Up: One week in advance of first class. 
Go to: www.edsteindesign.us/lcwcomputerclasses

Fill out the sign up form. Send the check and form to: Ed Stein, 5213
E. Exposition Ave., Apt 208, Denver, CO 80246 or sign up at LCW
Post 1. Make checks payable to Ed Stein.

Special groups & classes available.

Regular Meetings
Resume

September 13, 2011
by Commander Glen Stenson

Be ready to hear from one of
our Boys State representatives at
our next regular Post meeting Sep-
tember 13, 2011, at 7 p.m. There
are a lot of activities at the Post to
talk about. Hope to see you there.
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Thank you to all the officers that
served faithfully last year—a job
well done—and welcome to all the
new Officers of this Post; may we
all have a good year.

I attended the Department Con-
vention in Colorado Springs, June
23-26, 2011.

Some of the new things are: the
ability to renew online, and a new
program called CAMPP, which is

Adjutant News
by Eleanor Allen

something new for Colorado mem-
bers only. What is CAMPP? It’s a
simple and convenient method of
paying your dues in advance. For in-
stance, our dues are $40 a year; you
can prepay for three, five, or 10
years in advance. If you would like
more information, either ask your
Adjutant, or call Department Head-
quarters at 303-366-5201.

We had a new member initiation

on June 29, 2011, at 7 p.m. If you
received a letter in the mail and
were not able to come to the initia-
tion, stop by the Post or call the Ad-
jutant to pick one up.

We had a pancake breakfast on
July 4, 2011, for our neighbors from
8-10 a.m. We had about 35 people
who came out and attended the
breakfast. Thank you for all those
who helped out for a job well done!

Commander’s Corner
by Commander Glen Stenson

Wow! It is one hot July; what will August be like?
The American Legion was chartered by the Congress

of the United States to provide programs in
Americanism, for children and youth, Veterans Affairs
and Rehabilitation, National Security, membership
and Post activities, public relations, and legislation.
Carrying out these functions means that volunteer
help is needed. We need veterans to help in all phas-
es, especially in Americanism. Americanism programs

are our biggest areas of need: Boys State, Legion Baseball, Oratorical,
Scouting and Flag presentations. Contact the Adjutant if you can give some
time periodically.

The Post provides Sunday breakfasts and hamburgers on Wednesday
evenings. These meals are cooked by volunteers of the various groups.
Unfortunately, the Hamburger Night costs will go up to $5 in September.
For instance, the hamburger patties we provide are 1/3 of a pound, our
cost has gone from 40 cents to 50 cents each. Everything else has also
risen in price. Our programs are supported by these meals. Volunteers are
needed.

Regular meetings resume September 13, 2011.
Be ready to hear from one of our Boys State representatives at our next

regular Post meeting September 13, 2011, at 7 p.m. There are a lot of activ-
ities at the Post to talk about.

Hope to see you there.

Chaplain’s Corner
by John Holland

1010 Communications
Voice/Data/Video/Security

Complete PC and laptop tune-up and repair.

50% Discount to Legion members.

Paul Dixon
720-280-9902 • 1010comm@gmail.com

SMILES
To Randy Thompson for his department winning for the Web site.
To Nick Colzo for his gift to the Post of the Flag presentation photo.
To the Kansas Legion Riders for raising more than $77,000 to aid

Veterans and supporting Legion programs.
To Jim Gillis for election to the office of Department Commander.
To Eleanor Allen for election to Department Historian.
To Jerry Osgood for his work as Building Manager.
To Scott Garrett for election as Detachment Commander.

My favorite prayer.

I do not even ask, Dear Lord, that
Thou should’st still the sea.

But that Thy strong unfailing love,
with peace, abide in me.

For well I know no storm would
come could I not stand the test,

So let me lean with faith serene
against Thy loving breast;

Willing thus to stand the storm,
though bruised by grief and pain,

Knowing that some day my loss will
prove eternal gain.

For oh, I know no song-filled sky,
nor days all bright and clear

Could ever cause my soul to cling
to thee like this...so near.

And had I been less tempest tossed

my heart could not have known
The utter sweetness just to trust in

Thee and Thee alone.

And so I do not ask to fly above the
storm and sing;

Just let me in the tempest feel...
The covert of Thy wings.

Service
Officer
Report

by Richard Hassell
A special thanks to Johnson

and Held, Ltd for their help with
the buckles and their donation
of an American Legion buckle.

To the Colorado American 
Legion Family,

First, I would like to thank you
for all your service to the American
Legion Family. To our Veterans and
their families, thank you for your
services and sacrifices in defense
of our country.

I want to thank the Colorado
American Legion Family for all of
the hospitality during my visit for
your Mid-Winter Conference in
Colorado Springs. I had a wonder-
ful time speaking to you all during
your conference and I heard many
great things you do as Legion
Family.

I am looking forward to the op-
portunity to serve you as the Nation-
al Commander of the Sons of the

SAL Squadron Commander
by Brandt Erickson

First off, let me introduce myself.
I’m a dual member. I have been a
member of The American Legion
for 30 years. I have been a member
in the SAL for eight of those years.
Why did I join the SAL? I had a
grandfather named Earl Vann; we all
called him Pop. He was a World
War I Veteran. As an adult I never
could get him to talk about that.
After a few tries, I just quit asking.
He was the Veteran that I admired
the most. So I was proud to join the
SAL under his name.

Since I became a member, I also
became proud of the SAL. Every
time you turn around, they are do-
nating time and money to some very
important programs. You need
someone to cook for an event, ask
the SAL to do it. The Fisher House
is in trouble, ask the SAL to do it.
The Veterans Nursing Home needs
something, ask the SAL to do it.
Need more cash for children and
youth, ask the SAL to have a fund-
raiser. Then we all roll up our
sleeves and come through. Yes, I
am Very Proud of the SAL, as we
all should be. We don’t just talk the
talk, we walk the walk!

Last, but not least, I want to say
that I’m Proud to be the new SAL
Squadron Commander. I have been
using the word proud a lot in this ar-
ticle. Pride is something that makes
us all feel good about ourselves. We
all have this Pride in the SAL. In the

Navy, the best compliment you can
get from your Captain is “Well
Done.” So to all our SAL members,
“Well Done.”

Our Squadron meeting is at 7
p.m. on the first Wednesday of the
month. Our next meeting will be on
September 7. We will also have the
Hamburger Nights on August 3 and
31, and September 28 from 5 to 7
p.m. We will have the Breakfast on
September 25 from 10 a.m. to 12
p.m. Last but not least is SAL Spa-
ghetti Night on September 29 from
5 to 7 p.m. Hope to see all your
smiling faces there for these events.
Here comes the Pride.

Requests For
Memorial Certificates

Family and friends of deceas-
ed Veterans or someone acting on
their behalf may request a Presi-
dential Certificate. Arequest form
(VA-400-0247) is available on the
National Cemetery Administra-
tion Web site www.cem.va.gov.

AMilitary Discharge document
must be submitted with the re-
quest.

By mail to: Presidential Memo-
rial Certificate, 5109 Russell
Road, Quantico, Va 32134-3903.
By toll-free fax to: 1-800-455-
7145. Or in person at any VA Re-
gional Office.

Combat Veterans
Cowboy Up

Post members are urged to
participate in the Cowboy Special
Event August 13, 2011. Chairman
Richard Hassell and his commit-
tee have put in many hours to
make this event a success. The
event is to put our young Iraq and
Afghanistan veterans suffering
from psychological effects from
the war on the back of a horse for
therapy.

A number of therapy programs
are being conducted nationwide
with results treating PTSD being
very satisfying. See Page 1 of The
Reveille for details.

American Legion; with your con-
tinued support, I hope to be elected
to the position at the Minneapolis
National Convention.

I especially would like to thank
the Sons of the American Legion
Detachment of Colorado for the
$200 contribution to my campaign
fund. Please know that I am very
honored to have received this contri-
bution and it will be be put to good
use.

I have always believed in the
American Legion Family and what
we do. This just reinforces the fact
that I belong to the greatest organ-
ization around.

From the bottom of my heart,
“THANK YOU” for your support of
my campaign to become the Na-
tional Commander of the Sons of
the American Legion.

Sincerely,
Jim Roberts

Candidate for National Commander
Sons of the American Legion

2011-12

American Legion Post 1
Thank You very much for the

money donation!
We enjoy going to Scout Camp

every year.
Nicholas Rindald 

Derantal Cunningham
Troop 266

Dear Trudy,
Thank you and the American

Legion for allowing our troop to
work on our shooting sports merit
badge at your facility. We appreci-
ate your generosity in providing not
only the space, but coffee for the
adults!

Thanks again,
Janet Quinn

Denver Troop 62

— We Get Letters —

VA Hospital News
by Glen Stenson

Commander
Remodeling of the old UPI

Building, now called the Clinic
Building South, has started.

The new hospital construction
started in July. Plans are to open the
new facility in August 2014.

There will be a new clinic built
in Colorado Springs at Fontanero
Street and Spruce. The new clinic
will open in 2013 0r 2014.

The VArecommends getting pre-
scriptions by mail although pre-
scriptions can still be picked up at
the pharmacy.

The VA has an Ambulatory Sur-

gery program with the Air Force
Academy. The program will pro-
vide orthopedic and general sur-
geries.

Decreasing minor surgeries at the
main VA Hospital allows for more
major surgeries.

Cataract surgeries are now being
done at the VA.

The clothing room needs warm
hats, scarves, boots, and winter
clothes. Some other needs include
sunscreen, lip balm, baseball caps,
and water bottles.

Volunteers are always needed.
The VA Hospital is one of the best
and your support is appreciated.
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Unit One Officers — The Offic-
ers for 2011-2012 are: President
Donna Thompson, Vice President
Barbara Aaker, Secretary Georgia
Sweeney, Treasurer Cheryl Hol-
lander, Chaplain Carol McLaughlin,
Historian Suzy Robinson, Sergeant-
at-Arms Eileen Long, and Execu-
tive Committeewomen Dee Car-
sten, Cyndi Fordyce, and Margaret
Stenson.

Resignation — Gloria Martin
resigned from the office of Ser-
geant-at-Arms to return to her home
state of Minnesota. It is with reluc-
tance the Unit accepted her resigna-
tion. Her bright smile and bubbly
personality will be missed. Our best
wishes go with you in your new lo-
cation and life.

Committee Members for 2011-
2012 — The Committee Chairmen
for the 2011-2012 year are: Amer-
icanism Suzy Robinson, Auxiliary
Emergency Fund LueAnne Rob-
bins, Constitution and Bylaws
Georgia Sweeney, Education Bar-
bara Aaker, Finance Diane Erick-
son, Girls State Cyndi Clavier For-
dyce, Leadership Donna Thompson,
Membership Ginny Anderberg, Past
Presidents Parley Donna Thomp-
son, Public Relations LueAnne
Robbins, VA & R Diane Erickson.
VA & R also encompasses Field
Service and Home Service.

Committee Vacancy — As of
this time we do not have a Chairman
for Poppy Committee. This is a very
important committee as this is a
method we obtain funds for the re-
habilitation of our Veterans. If any-
one is interested in this committee

President’s Report
by Donna J. Thompson

please take a minute and contact
me.

September 13, 2011, at 7 p.m.
— This is the date and time of our
first Unit meeting for the new year.
I hope all Unit members will make
an effort to attend the Unit meetings.

Payment of Unit Dues — Mem-
bership Chairman Ginny Anderberg
has an article urging members to
pay their membership dues. I con-
cur that you should not pay your
dues to the busy bartenders but to
insert your dues in an envelope and
insert it in the Auxiliary mailbox
close to the front door.

For God and Country.

We cater to
your private

parties

Monday - Closed
Tuesday - 11-3
Wed.-Sun. 11-9

Auxiliary
Cakewalk

Sept. 17, 1-4 p.m.
Please join us for some music,

a little bit of friendly competition,
and lots of sweets.

The Auxiliary will be hosting a
cakewalk on Saturday, September
17. All proceeds will be donated
to the Volunteers of America’s Vet-
erans Services Program serving
homeless women veterans.

Auxiliary members, please help
us by making something sweet
and delicious — I know there are
a lot of great bakers out there. It
doesn’t have to be cake. I will also
get donations from area bakeries.

Anyone interested in baking,
getting a donation from their
favorite bakery, or helping that
day, please contact Jackie Johnsen,
e-mail: jjohnsen@q.com.

A Message From Your
Membership Chairperson

by Ginny Anderberg
Just a reminder to Auxiliary members who have not paid 2011 dues,

as 2012 membership cards are being sent out by National Headquar-
ters and our dues will be $22. Do not pay your dues in the lounge. You
will be receiving a renewal notice in the mail from National with my
address. Pay by mail or put it in our Auxiliary mailbox, located at the
front entrance of the Post, as it will be checked daily.

We will be having Initiation in September for any and all members
who have not been initiated. Please call President Donna Thompson
or me, if you can attend.

I also call for volunteers, starting in September, for our Breakfasts
and Hamburger Nights. If you want to help, call me or our Vice Presi-
dent Barb Aaker. If you say you will volunteer, please show up, or call
if your plans change, as we depend on you to be there. Abig “thank you”
goes out to all of the volunteers who have helped. We welcome our new
members to participate in our special fund raising events, as our goal
is to help Veterans and their families as well as for God and Country.

Family Says Company Holding
Late Veteran’s Belongings

by Heidi Hemmat,
Investigative Reporter, KDVR

ARVADA, CO — 69-year-old
Thomas Jesik was a Vietnam Veter-
an, honored with two Purple Hearts.
After his service, he became an Ar-
vada firefighter.

But he battled war-related health
issues most of his life. He finally
lost the fight on Saturday, July 16.
“He was my friend, someone to look
up to,” his son Chris Jesik said.

That’s why what “Two Men with
Big Hearts Moving and Storage” is
refusing to do seems heartless to
Thomas’ family. “It is something
we want to get for Dad. It was one
of his last requests.”

Chris Jesik and his wife Laura
asked the owner of the Denver mov-
ing company to release Thomas’
bunker gear, war patches, and his
fire department plaque. They want-
ed to use the items for his funeral.

But the owner, Don Kennedy, re-
fused to give them the items unless
they paid $600. Kennedy said he
has had Thomas Jesik’s belongings
for five years, and he owed the com-
pany thousands of dollars. 

Chris Jesik told FOX31 Denver
he realizes his dad owed the com-
pany money. He says the medical
bills devastated his family financial-
ly and they couldn’t always afford
to pay the $500 a month storage
fee. Still, Chris thought he might
be able to convince the company to
have a heart, like his sign says, “I
understand he owed them money.”

“We just want the bunker gear,
the patches, and the plaque for the

funeral; they aren’t worth anything
to the moving company. We could
just borrow them for a few days and
bring them back.”

Kennedy told FOX31 Denver he
feels his $600 offer was generous.
He said it would cost him more
money in manpower to find their
items. “It’s going to take hours to
dig that stuff out,” he said. But he

did knock down his $600 offer to
$500 while we were there. Thomas’
son and daughter-in-law offered to
do the digging themselves, but Ken-
nedy won’t budge.

Still, Chris and Laura Jesik are
hoping the owner of “Two Men with
Big Hearts” will have a change of
heart in time for the funeral. It is
scheduled for Tuesday, July 26.

Copyright © 2011, KDVR-TV

FOX 31 Viewers Send
Donations To Aid Family

A Vietnam veteran’s war memorabilia and Arvada Fire Department
gear has been released from a Denver moving and storage company,
thanks to donations from viewers of FOX 31 Denver. 

After our story aired, we received an overwhelming response from
more than 100 viewers who wanted to donate their own money to get
Jesik’s memorabilia released. 

The owner of the moving and storage, Don Kennedy, says he was
also inundated by angry phone calls. 

“Well, the veterans weren’t real happy with me,” he said. 
FOX31 Denver established a bank account for donations on Thom-

as Jesik’s behalf, and Kennedy agreed to release the memorabilia once
the donations started coming in. 

Veterans and volunteers came to his facility to help the Jesiks find
what they were looking for.

Thomas’son Chris Jesik dug through several boxes before he pulled
out his dad’s fire gear, along with the plaque. 

And while he didn’t find the war patches, Chris Jesik and his wife
says what they have is enough to lay a soldier and a father to rest —
in peace. 

“Knowing that we have these items at his funeral means everything
to us,” Laura Jesik said. 

The owner of the moving and storage company would not release
the rest of Thomas Jesik’s belongings because he claims he is still owed
thousands of dollars. 

If you would like to help Jesik’s family get the rest of his belongs
back, then visit any Key Bank location and make the donation care of
the “Veteran Storage Donation Account.”

Check out the calendar on the
back page for all the upcoming
Post #1 events and activities!



CALENDAR OF EVENTS • August-September 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

8

15

22

29

Labor Day
5

12

19

26

9

1 2

16

23

30

6

20

27

Auxiliary
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

10

Forgotten Heros
Ceremony

4-5 p.m.

SAL
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

3

Legion
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

17

40/8
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

24

SAL
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

31

Auxiliary
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

7

Legion
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

14

40/8
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

21

SAL
Hamburger Nite

5-7 p.m.

28

11

4

18

Legion
Spaghetti Night

5-7 p.m.

25

SEPT. 1

8

15

22

40/8
Spaghetti Night

5-7 p.m.

Toastmasters
6-10 p.m.

29

Genny Monnet
Karaoke

7:30-11:30 p.m.

5

Dance Night
7-11 p.m.

$5 Cover Charge

19

26

Karaoke
Night

7-11 p.m.

9

Dance Night
7-11 p.m.

$5 Cover Charge

16

23

CAP
8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

30

SAL Meeting
10:30 a.m.

6

Western Night
Dick Hassell
5 p.m. ’til ?

13

20

27

3

17

24

Don’t let yourself
get too tired
to join us on

Burger Nights.

Help support our
programs with your

donations to the
groups who work

so hard all summer.

Thank a volunteer!

7

14

21

28 2

11

18

25

12

10

REGULAR
POST MEETING

7 P.M.

REGULAR
AUXILIARY MEETING

7 P.M.

13

4
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LUNCH SPECIALS
$5.40

SERVED EVERY WEEKDAY
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Call Lounge at
303-756-8922

to Check Specials

Pub Opens:
Sunday 10 a.m.

Monday-Saturday 11 a.m.


